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Mobile advertising units
Purpose

This Vehicle Standards Information (VSI) No. 35 is intended to provide information on the
requirements for vehicles being used as mobile advertising units.

Introduction

NSW legislation allows vehicles to be operated as mobile advertising units. These vehicles
prominently display advertising material that, in some cases, is illuminated.

Vehicles equipped as mobile advertising units must continue to comply with all of the
construction and equipment requirements of the Road Transport (Vehicle Registration)
Regulation 2017, including dimensional limits. Any item used as part of the advertising
display, or to operate it, must be attached to the vehicle in such a way that the vehicle can be
safely operated under the requirements of the [NSW] Road Rules 2014. These vehicles must
also comply with the additional requirements described in this VSI.

Requirements
Advertising display Units

Advertising display units must be securely attached to the vehicle and must not have any
sharp edges or projections. The display units must not obscure the vehicle’s mandatory
lighting equipment or restrict the driver’s field of view.

Use of reflective materials

Highly reflective material, including retro-reflective type, must not be used in the advertising
display.

llluminated displays
Where the advertising display is illuminated, the following requirements apply:
¢ Flashing lights must not be used to draw attention to the display, or illuminate any part of it.

e Any external lighting used to illuminate the advertising display must not be directly visible to
the driver from the normal driving position.

¢ Internal low-level illumination may be used to light translucent panels provided the level of
illumination is sufficiently low so as to avoid glare, either for the driver, or other road users.

Television receivers and visual display units

If a television receiver, visual display unit or similar device is used in the advertising display, it
must not be operating while the vehicle is moving, or is stationary but not parked, if any
image on the screen is:

¢ visible to the driver from the normal driving position

o likely to distract another driver.




Further information

NSW Legislation
Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017

legislation.nsw.gov.au

Service NSW (SNSW)
To register a vehicle, apply for a permit and to apply for a driver or rider license

To locate your nearest SNSW office

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/ | T 13 77 88

Transport for NSW
For Information & advice related to vehicle registration, permits & driver/rider licenses

roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au | T 13 22 13

TfNSW Technical Enquiries

For Information & advice related to vehicle construction, modification and registration
requirements in NSW

PO Box 1120, Parramatta NSW 2124
E technical.enquiries@transport.nsw.gov.au | T 1300 137 302 | F (02) 8837 0037

TfNSW Vehicle Safety Compliance Certification Scheme (VSCCS)

For Information & advice related to VSCCS Licensed Certifiers.
VSCCS | E vsccs@transport.nsw.gov.au | T 1300 336 206

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications

For information related to building or importing road vehicles for use in road transport within
Australia; also for information on & to access Australian Design Rules (ADRs) & associated
Circulars; Vehicle Standards Bulletins (VSBs)

GPO Box 594 Canberra ACT 2601
infrastructure.gov.au | T 1800 815 272 | F (02) 6274 6013

National Heavy Vehicle Regulator

For Information & advice related to the construction and modification of heavy vehicles (ie
those with a GVM or ATM exceeding 4.5tonnes); requirements for heavy vehicle permits &
exemptions.

PO Box 492, Fortitude Valley Q 4006
nhvr.gov.au | E info@nhvr.gov.au | T 1300 696 487 | F (07) 3309 8777



http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:technical.enquiries@transport.nsw.gov.au
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