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Health Data

The main public sources of NSW health data are IHPA, which provides mostly costing data; NSW Health,
the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, the Productivity Commission’s Report on Government
Services, and state and Commonwealth home and community care sources.

1. IHPA - Independent Hospital Pricing Authority: determines the National Efficient Price (NEP) for
public hospital services, allowing for the national introduction of activity based funding (ABF). Some

potentially useful sources are listed below.

Classification

Patients are classified into groups that are clinically relevant, and cost
homogenous (for example, all the patients who have had cataract lens
procedures could be considered as one group).

Counting

Each patient episode needs to be counted. This includes inpatient
admissions, emergency department presentations and outpatient
appointments as well as a range of mental health and rehabilitation
services.

Costing

A representative number of patient episodes are costed. This information
is used for developing the classification system and for the pricing model.

Pricing

The pricing model determines how much is paid for an average patient.
The pricing model needs to recognise adequately those factors which
increase the cost of care which may not be picked up in the classification
system, for example the additional cost of providing health services in
remote areas, or to children.

e National Hospital Cost Data Collection - provides some aggregate data around costings

e National Efficient Price Determination - provides information about what the NEP/NWAU (National
Weighted Activity Unit) is for 2015-16
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https://www.ihpa.gov.au/
https://www.ihpa.gov.au/publications/national-hospital-cost-data-collection-australian-public-hospitals-cost-report-2012
https://www.ihpa.gov.au/what-we-do/national-efficient-price-determination

National Pricing Model Technical Specifications 2015-16 describes how IHPA develops the national

pricing model each year to determine the NEP. It provides the technical specifications for Activity
Based Funding (ABF) models for each service stream to be funded ( i.e. for acute admitted, subacute
and non-acute, emergency, non-admitted care and mental health), and how the National Efficient
Cost (NEC) is determined and applied for block funded hospitals.

Mental health care: IHPA is progressing the development of a new classification for mental health, the

Australian Mental Health Care classification —ie there is no classification as yet. The new classification
is intended to improve the clinical meaningfulness of the way that mental health care services can be
classified.

Other information on costing and pricing is available at IHPA’s Publications page.

NSW Health data
Publicly available data is viewable at HealthStats NSW by indicator. Indicators include some mental

health issues (eg suicide, distress) and some chronic conditions.
Other data is available from BHI — eg hospital admissions by acute/non-acute. See also the Insights

Series, which provides information about patient care and identifying opportunities to improve
healthcare management in NSW public hospitals.
Some relevant mental health data is available at the Evaluation of the Housing and Accommodation

Support Initiative (HASI) Final Report, which evaluates the NSW HASI initiative, which provides adults

with a mental health diagnosis with access to stable housing, clinical mental health services and
accommodation support.

The evaluation of the Chronic Disease Management Program contains information on the impact,
equity and costs of the CDMP.

The Brian Tutt Library and Knowledge Services has done a literature review of the risk of

hospitalisation.
The Patient Identification and Selection Handbook provides practical and evidence-based guidance to

health services establishing or expanding their risk stratification approaches to patient identification
and selection.
Risk Stratification: A discussion paper for NSW Health’s approach to Risk Stratification contains

insights into appropriate timing of intervention to avoid progression of illness.

. Other Australian health data

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has also published extensively on chronic disease and
mental health, including hospital datacubes and mental health datacubes.

The Report on Government Services 2015 Volume E, particularly chapters 10, 11 and 12, contains data

on primary and community care, hospital care and mental health care, including of chronic conditions.
Data on Home and Community Care Services in relation to health can be found at a number of
sources, including The 45 and Up Study: Exploring the health of Home and Community Care clients in
New South Wales and Annual HACC bulletins from DSS.

The National Health Performance Authority has a range of reports.



https://www.ihpa.gov.au/publications/national-pricing-model-technical-specifications-2015-16
https://www.ihpa.gov.au/development-australian-mental-health-care-classification
https://www.ihpa.gov.au/publications
http://www.healthstats.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bhi.nsw.gov.au/publications/hospital_quarterly_nsw
http://www.bhi.nsw.gov.au/publications/the_insights_series
http://www.bhi.nsw.gov.au/publications/the_insights_series
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mhdao/publications/Pages/pub-hasi-final-report.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mhdao/publications/Pages/pub-hasi-final-report.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/cdm/Documents/CDMP-Evaluation-Report-2014.pdf
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0005/252563/Brian_Tutt_Lit_review.docx
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0005/252563/Brian_Tutt_Lit_review.docx
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/286713/patient-identification-selection-handbook.pdf
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/253005/Risk_Stratification_discussion_paper.PDF
http://www.aihw.gov.au/chronic-disease-publications/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/mental-health/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/hospitals-data/
http://www.aihw.gov.au/mental-health-data-cubes/
http://www.pc.gov.au/research/recurring/report-on-government-services/2015/health/download-the-volume/rogs-2015-volumee-health.pdf
https://www.adhc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0006/250827/44_Jorm_et_al_2009_The_45_and_Up_Study.pdf
https://www.adhc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0006/250827/44_Jorm_et_al_2009_The_45_and_Up_Study.pdf
http://data.gov.au/dataset/hacc-mds-annual-bulletin
http://www.nhpa.gov.au/internet/nhpa/publishing.nsf/Content/Our-reports

