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Glossary and Definitions  

Acronym / Term Description  

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CSSI Critical State Significant Infrastructure 

DPHI NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure 

EP&A Act Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) 

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cth) 

LGA Local Government Area 

MNES Matters of ‘national environmental significance’ listed under the 
EPBC Act 

PLR2 Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 

TfNSW Transport for New South Wales 

the Department Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
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Summary 
Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2 (PLR2) will connect the Parramatta CBD and the first stage of 
Parramatta Light Rail to Camellia, Rydalmere, Ermington, Melrose Park, Wentworth Point, Sydney 
Olympic Park, and the Carter Street precinct in Lidcombe, adjacent to Sydney Olympic Park. Most 
of PLR2 is located in the City of Parramatta local government area (LGA). A small section is located 
in the City of Ryde LGA. The project is located on the land of the Burramattagal and the Wangal 
and the Wategora clans of the Dharug nation. The project involves construction of two new bridges 
over the Parramatta River, between Camellia and Rydalmere and between Melrose Park and 
Wentworth Point. 

Project overview 

The project comprises new light rail infrastructure in Macquarie Street, Parramatta and between 
Camellia and the Carter Street precinct adjacent to Sydney Olympic Park, located mainly within 
existing road reserves and transport corridors. New active transport links would be provided 
between Camellia and the Carter Street precinct. The project also comprises operation of a new 
light rail alignment between the Parramatta CBD and the Carter Street precinct. Part of that 
alignment (between the Parramatta CBD and Camellia) would be shared with Parramatta Light Rail 
Stage 1. 

The new light rail alignment would use infrastructure proposed as part of the project, and that 
constructed as part of Parramatta Light Rail Stage 1 between the Parramatta CBD and Camellia. 
The new light rail alignment would form part of the Parramatta Light Rail network. The project is 
critical State significant infrastructure subject and was approved by the NSW Minister for Planning 
in February 2024.  

The first phase of PLR2 will commence with the Enabling Works to deliver the first 1.3km of new 
light rail alignment, including a new public and active transport bridge over the Parramatta River 
between Wentworth Point and Melrose Park.  

Transport for NSW will begin construction of a new bridge between Melrose Park and Sydney 
Olympic Park in mid-2025. The Enabling Works will improve access between North and South sides 
of the Parramatta River, and the surrounding areas, improve sustainable and enable active 
transport options, and improve traffic flows. 
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1 Introduction  

1.1 Project background 

The Parramatta Light Rail is one of the NSW Government’s latest major infrastructure projects 
being delivered to serve a growing Sydney. Stage 2 of the Parramatta Light Rail will connect Stage 
1 and Parramatta’s CBD to Sydney Olympic Park via Camellia, Rydalmere, Ermington, Melrose Park 
and Wentworth Point. It will connect the local communities in the Greater Parramatta and Olympic 
Peninsula and bring the vision of a ‘30-minute city’ closer to reality.  

PLR2 will be delivered in two phases, Enabling Works and Main Works. The first phase of PLR2 will 
commence with the Enabling Works to deliver the first 1.3km of new light rail alignment, including a 
new public and active transport bridge over the Parramatta River. 

The PLR2 Enabling Works bridge between Wentworth Point and Melrose Park will be the first 
significant crossing over Parramatta River since the Ryde Bridge was completed in 1987. The 
bridge will provide a much-needed connection for the growing communities north and south of the 
river, thus unlocking the Sydney Olympic Park peninsula and its world class sporting, recreational 
and economic facilities. 

The bridge will require a 320-metre span over a bend in the Parramatta River to minimise impact to 
environmentally sensitive mangroves and provide underpass access for road and active transport 
to established recreational facilities. Enabling Works will include approaches on either side of the 
river, with the approaches and bridge totalling 1.3 kilometres. The northern approach from Melrose 
Park spans the Parramatta Valley cycleway and maintains access to Ermington Boat Ramp. The 
southern approach will land west of Sekisui House’s Sanctuary development before turning east 
towards Hill Road. 

1.2 EPBC Approval 

Approval for PLR Stage 2 under the EPBC Act was granted by the Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW, the Department) on 19 April 2024 (EPBC 
2022/09300). The project is considered a ‘controlled action’ due to potential for significant impacts 
to Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) as a result of carrying out the project. 
Figure 1 shows the referral area under EPBC Approval 2022/09300 and Figure 2 shows the area of 
green and golden bell frog habitat. 

Commencement of the action occurred on 24 March 2025 

This is the first report that has been prepared to meet the requirements of the EPBC Condition 19 
for the period 19 April 2024 to 19 April 2025 (i.e., 2024 Annual Compliance Report). Table 1 of this 
report outlines the compliance with each approval condition over the 12-month period. 
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Figure 1 - Area under the EPBC Approval 2022/09300 

 

Figure 2 - Area of Green and Golden Bell Frog Habitat 
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2 Statement of compliance – EPBC conditions 
This section, being summarised as Table 1, outlines the conditions of EPBC Approval 2022/09300; a 
summary of actions completed during the reporting period and the corresponding compliance 
status. 
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Table 1: EPBC 2022/09300 Compliance Status 

Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

Part A – Avoidance, mitigation, and compensation conditions  

CLEARING LIMITS 

1 The approval holder must not clear more than 1.52 
hectares of Green and Golden Bell Frog habitat.  

The total amount of Green and Golden Bell Frog habitat 
cleared to date has not exceeded the approved clearing 
limits set out in this condition outlined below: 

o Green and Golden Bell Frog habitat – 1.02 ha 

The further clearing to habitat will occur in the next 
reporting period. 

Clearing to date can be seen in Appendix A 

Compliant 

NSW APPROVAL ACTION MANAGEMENT PLANS 

2 To avoid and mitigate harm to the Green and Golden Bell 
Frog, the approval holder must comply with condition 
C19 of the NSW approval to the extent that it relates to 
the Green and Golden Bell Frog.  

No non-compliances were reported against C19 of the NSW 
approval (CSSI 10035) during the reporting period. 

Compliant 

3 To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters, prior 
to commencement of the Action, the approval holder 
must submit a Flora and Fauna Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) Sub-plan to 
the Planning Secretary for approval, as required by 
condition C19 of the NSW approval. The approval holder 
must implement the Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan 

The Construction Flora and Fauna management Sub-plan 
(Revision 1, dated 21 February 2025 – Ref: SSI-10035-PA-15) 
was approved on 25 February 2025 from the Planning 
Secretary. 

Compliant 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

as, and from, when it is approved by the Planning 
Secretary, and until the completion of the Action.  

Note: The definition of NSW approval refers to the NSW 
Government Critical State Infrastructure: Conditions of Approval 
for Parramatta Light Rail Stage 2, granted on 22 February 2024 
(SSI 10035). If the approval holder wishes, or is required by the 
NSW Government, to implement a condition attached to a 
newer version of the NSW approval that is contrary to the NSW 
approval conditions specified in these approval conditions, the 
approval holder will first need to submit a request to the 
department that the conditions of this EPBC Act approval be 
varied to enable that. 

4 If the approval holder proposes to implement a revised 
version of the Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan, the 
approval holder must notify the department in writing of 
the proposed revision to the Flora and Fauna CEMP 
Sub-Plan within:  

a) 2 business days of formally proposing a revision, or  

b) 5 business days of becoming aware of any proposed 
revision, accompanied by details of the proposed 
changes from the approved version (for example, by 
attaching a copy with tracked changes). 

No revisions were made during this reporting period. Not applicable 

5 If the Planning Secretary approves a revised version of 
the Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan, the approval 
holder must submit to the department within 2 business 
days of its approval by the Planning Secretary, evidence 
of the Planning Secretary’s approval.  

No revisions were made during this reporting period. Not applicable 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

FLOOD MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 

6 To avoid and mitigate impacts on protected matters as a 
result of the Action, the approval holder must comply 
with condition E11 of the NSW approval, to the extent 
that it relates to protected matters from the 
commencement of the Action until the expiry of this 
approval.  

No non-compliances were reported against E11 of the NSW 
approval (CSSI 10035) during the reporting period. 

Compliant 

OFFSETS 

7 To compensate for impacts to Green and Golden Bell 
Frog as a result of the Action, the approval holder must 
comply with conditions E2-E4 of the NSW approval, to 
the extent that they relate to Green and Golden Bell 
Frog.  

Offset compensation for the Green and Golden Bell Frog 
under the NSW Approval E2-E4, is complete as of 14th 
March 2025. 

Compliant 

8 Within 20 business days of retiring the biodiversity 
credits as required by condition 7, the approval holder 
must submit evidence to the department demonstrating 
that the biodiversity credits have been retired in 
accordance with the NSW approval.  

While the biodiversity credits were retired and the evidence 
was submitted to the Department of Housing, Planning and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) (14 March 2025), it was not submitted 
to DCCEEW within the required timeframe. 

This has since been addressed and measures have been 
implemented to prevent future occurrences.  

Not compliant 

Part B – Administrative conditions  

SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

9 The approval holder must submit all plans required by 
these conditions electronically to the department. This 
includes plans required under any conditions of the 
NSW approval that are specified in these conditions.  

While all plans were submitted to DPHI (25 February 2025), 
they were not submitted to DCCEEW.  

This has since been addressed and measures have been 
implemented to prevent future occurrences. 

Not compliant 

10 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, 
the approval holder must publish each plan on the 
website and submit it to the department within 15 
business days of the date the plan is approved by the 
Planning Secretary as required under the NSW 
approval which must be complied with in accordance 
with these EPBC Act conditions.  

While all plans were submitted to DPHI (25 February 2025), 
they were not submitted to DCCEEW.  

This has since been addressed and measures have been 
implemented to prevent future occurrences. 

Not compliant 

11 The approval holder must keep all plans required by 
these conditions published on the website until the 
expiry date of this approval.  

Management Plans and approval documents are available 
on the TfNSW website: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/projects/parramatta-light-rail/resources 

Compliant 

12 The approval holder is required to exclude or redact 
sensitive ecological data from plans published on the 
website or otherwise provided to a member of the public. 
If sensitive ecological data is excluded or redacted from 
a plan, the approval holder must notify the department 
in writing what exclusions and redactions have been 
made in the version published on the website.  

No sensitive ecological data has been published. Compliant 

MODIFICATIONS TO NSW APPROVAL 



 

 

Transport 
for NSW 

OFFICIAL 

Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

13 The approval holder must notify the department in 
writing of any proposed change to the NSW approval 
that may relate to protected matters within 2 business 
days of formally proposing a change and within 5 
business days of becoming aware of any proposed 
change.  

No changes relating to protected matters were made during 
the reporting period. 

Not applicable 

14 The approval holder must notify the department in 
writing of any change to the NSW approval conditions 
that may relate to protected matters, within 10 business 
days of a change to conditions being finalised. This 
notification must include a copy of the finalised changes 
to the NSW approval conditions.  

No changes relating to protected matters were made during 
the reporting period. 

Not applicable 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE ACTION 

15 The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically of the date of commencement of the 
Action, within 5 business days following 
commencement of the Action.  

While DPHI was notified (22 February 2025), they were not 
submitted to DCCEEW within the required timeframe. 
Commencement of the action occurred on the 24 March 
2025. 

Not compliant 

16 The approval holder must not commence the Action 
later than 5 years after the date of this approval 
decision.  

EPBC 2022/09300 action commenced on 24 March 2025. 
This condition is considered closed. 

Not applicable 

COMPLIANCE RECORDS 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

17 The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records.  

TfNSW maintains accurate records in accordance with the 
requirements of this condition. No requests for records were 
made by the Department during this reporting period. 

Compliant 

18 If the department makes a request in writing, the 
approval holder must provide electronic copies of 
compliance records to the department within the 
timeframe specified in the request.  

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the 
department, or by an independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC Act, and/or be used to verify 
compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the results of an 
audit may be published on the department’s website or 
through the general media. 

No requests for independent audits of compliance with the 
EPBC conditions were made by the Department during this 
reporting period.  

Not applicable 

ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORTING 

19 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report 
for each 12-month period following the date of this 
approval decision (or as otherwise agreed to in writing by 
the Minister).  

This compliance report has been prepared post 12-month 
period. Noting the decision date is 19th April 2024. This non-
compliance has been addressed and measures to mitigated 
this have been implemented. 

Non- compliant 

20 Each compliance report must be consistent with the 
‘Annual Compliance Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of 
Australia 2023’.  

This report has been prepared using the Annual Compliance 
Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2023’. 

Compliant 

21 Each compliance report must include:  

a) Accurate and complete details of compliance and 
any non-compliance with:  

a) Each condition has been addressed in this 
compliance report, including the compliance status 

Compliant 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

i. each condition attached to this approval 
decision,  

ii. each condition imposed under the NSW 
approval if a condition attached to this 
approval decision requires compliance with 
that NSW approval condition,  

iii. all commitments made in each plan, and  

iv. if any incident occurred, each incident.  

b) One or more shapefile showing all clearing of 
protected matters, and/or their habitat, undertaken 
within the 12-month period at the end of which that 
compliance report is prepared.  

c) A schedule of all plans in existence in relation to 
these conditions and accurate and complete details 
of how each plan is being implemented.  

and measures taken to address compliance and any 
non-compliance. 

Associated plan/s (Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan) 
have been implemented and continue to be 
implemented under the NSW Approval, including 
commitments and any incidents. To date, no 
incidents in relation to the Green and Golden Bell 
Frog and Green and Golden Bell Frog habitat has 
occurred. 

b) A shapefile map of the Green and Golden Bell Frog 
Habitat has been included in Appendix A. 

c) The Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan is 
implemented and continues to be implemented 
throughout all construction works and associated 
activities across the project. All activities relevant to 
the Flora and Fauna CEMP Sub-Plan can be found in 
this document on the website, 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/projects/parramatta-light-rail/resources. 

22 The approval holder must:  

a) Publish each compliance report on the website 
within 20 business days following the end of the 12-
month period for which that compliance report is 
required.  

b) Notify the department electronically, within 5 
business days of the date of publication that a 
compliance report has been published on the website.  

a) Due to an administrative error the annual 
compliance report was not submitted within 20 
business days This error has since been addressed 
and the annual compliance report will be published 
on the website. 

b) Same as a). 

Not Compliant 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

c) Provide the weblink for the compliance report in the 
notification to the department.  

d) Keep all published compliance reports required by 
these conditions on the website until the expiry date 
of this approval.  

e) Exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from 
compliance reports published on the website or 
otherwise provided to a member of the public.  

f) If sensitive ecological data is excluded or redacted 
from the published version, submit the full compliance 
report to the department within 5 business days of its 
publication on the website and notify the department 
in writing what exclusions and redactions have been 
made in the version published on the website.  

 
Note: Compliance reports may be published on the department’s 

website. 

c) This report will be published on: 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/driving-boating-and-
transport/projects/parramatta-light-rail/resources 

d) Noted. 

 

 

REPORTING NON-COMPLIANCE 

23 The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically, within 2 business days of becoming aware 
of any incident and/or potential non-compliance and/or 
actual non-compliance with the conditions or 
commitments made in a plan.  

No non-compliances were reported within the reporting 
period. 

Not applicable 

24 The approval holder must specify in the notification:  No non-compliances were reported within the reporting 
period. 

Not applicable 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

a) Any condition or commitment made in a plan which 
has been or may have been breached.  

b) A short description of the incident and/or potential 
non-compliance and/or actual non-compliance.  

c) The location (including co-ordinates), date and time 
of the incident and/or potential non-compliance 
and/or actual non-compliance.  

Note: If the exact information cannot be provided, the approval 
holder must provide the best information available. 

25 The approval holder must provide to the department in 
writing, within 12 business days of becoming aware of 
any incident and/or potential non-compliance and/or 
actual non-compliance, the details of that incident 
and/or potential non-compliance and/or actual non-
compliance with the conditions or commitments made in 
a plan. The approval holder must specify:  

a) Any corrective action or investigation which the 
approval holder has already taken.  

a) The potential impacts of the incident and/or non-
compliance.  

b) The method and timing of any corrective action that 
will be undertaken by the approval holder.  

No non-compliances were reported within the reporting 
period. 

Not applicable 

INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

26 The approval holder must ensure that an independent 
audit of compliance with the conditions is conducted for 

Noted. First compliance report and not yet applicable. Not applicable 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

every five-year period following the commencement of 
the Action until this approval expires (unless otherwise 
specified in writing by the Minister).  

27 For each independent audit, the approval holder must:  

a) Provide the name and qualifications of the 
nominated independent auditor, the draft audit 
criteria, and proposed timeframe for submitting the 
audit report to the department prior to commencing 
the independent audit.  

b) Only commence the independent audit once the 
nominated independent auditor, audit criteria and 
timeframe for submitting the audit report have been 
approved in writing by the department.  

c) Submit the audit report to the department for 
approval within the timeframe specified and 
approved in writing by the department.  

d) Publish each audit report on the website within 15 
business days of the date of the department’s 
approval of the audit report.  

e) Keep every audit report published on the website 
until this approval expires.  

Noted. First compliance report and not yet applicable. Not applicable 

28 Each audit report must report for the five-year period 
preceding that audit report.  

Noted. First compliance report and not yet applicable. Not applicable 

29 Each audit report must be completed to the satisfaction 
of the Minister and be consistent with the ‘Environment 

Noted. First compliance report and not yet applicable. Not applicable 
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Condition 
reference  

Condition  Compliance summary  Compliance 
status 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2019’.  

COMPLETION OF THE ACTION 

30 The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically 60 business days prior to the expiry date 
of this approval, that the approval is due to expire.  

Noted.  Not applicable 

31 Within 20 business days after the completion of the 
Action, and, in any event, at least 20 business days 
before this approval expires, the approval holder must 
notify the department electronically of the date of 
completion of the Action and provide completion data. 
The approval holder must submit any spatial data that 
comprises completion data as a shapefile.  

Noted. Not applicable 
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3 Correcting non-compliances 
EPBC Approval 2022/09300 was granted on 19 April 2024. This is the first Annual Compliance Report 
and covers the period from April 2024 to April 2025. Any non-compliances identified during this 
period have been addressed and are detailed in this report. Any corrective actions or updates relating 
to non-compliances from the previous reporting period, if applicable, will be included in the next 
Annual Compliance Report. 
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4 New environmental risks 
No new environmental risks were identified during the reporting period.  
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Appendix A – Green and Golden Bell Frog 
Clearing Extent 
 

 



 

 OFFICIAL 

© Transport for NSW 

Users are welcome to copy, 
reproduce and distribute the 
information contained in this report 
for non-commercial purposes only, 
provided acknowledgement is given 
to Transport for NSW as the source. 


