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Inclusion of a NESA Primary Teaching specialisation in Languages within an accredited Initial Teacher Education program
Application template
Provider:
This template enables providers to identify how the requirements for a voluntary specialisation in Languages within a primary initial teacher education program are addressed. 
The application will be assessed by an Expert Advisory Panel against the Primary Teaching Specialisations Policy Framework and the requirements of the particular specialisation area. The Expert Advisory Panel will assess the application with the aim of a report being provided to the NESA Initial Teacher Education Committee (ITEC). The ITEC will determine the endorsement of a primary teaching specialisation.
The Policy Framework describes that specialisations rely on the provision of units of study that are in addition to that already required for program accreditation. Programs with a more extensive set of units devoted to a particular learning area enable the teacher education provider to offer a deeper, more comprehensive preparation in the learning area. This allows teacher education students to more fully engage with, internalise and apply the knowledge in various contexts. 
This template is designed to: 
assist higher education providers to more clearly indicate how the specialisation addresses the general purpose and specific requirements for the selected specialisation;
assist the Expert Advisory Panel to understand the approach taken to meeting the requirements of the specialisation including the rationale its structure and development or sourcing of units within it;
assist the Expert Advisory Panel to identify where in the selected units the requirements are addressed therefore assisting it in its assessment.
REQUIREMENTS FOR A LANGUAGES SPECIALISATION
A primary languages specialisation should not diminish the existing preparation of primary graduates to effectively teach across the primary key learning areas. These graduates are first and foremost primary teachers, whose proficiency in a language and teaching that language provides an opportunity for primary school students to learn that language through both dedicated and integrated language learning opportunities.
Essential components 
Undergraduate programs 
A language specialisation in an undergraduate primary initial teacher education program should include at least six units[footnoteRef:1]  (0.75 EFTSL) of study of a language[footnoteRef:2]  comprising: [1:  While the minimum duration of an undergraduate program is 4 years (4.0 EFTSL) it may be necessary to extend the duration of a program to accommodate the required units for a specialisation.
Alternatively, the actual number of units devoted to a specialisation in a language could be reduced where admission requirements are based on applicants possessing specific prior training, skills and experience in the language concerned, and where that language expertise is demonstrated through a NESA-approved language proficiency assessment. See the section Accommodating prior training, skills and expertise.]  [2:  Primary language specialisations are provided in a range of priority languages identified by employing authorities. Further work will be undertaken to encompass English as an Additional Language or Dialect within these requirements.] 

at least four units of post-introductory level language discipline study;
at least one unit of general languages curriculum and pedagogical studies;
at least one unit of language-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies; and 
a school-based professional experience placement[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Opportunities for teacher education students to demonstrate their language-specific pedagogical knowledge and skills on professional experience are essential. Strategies must be adopted by the provider to ensure an appropriate and well supported placement. This should include the targeted allocation of teacher education students either to schools where existing arrangements are in place for learning of a specific language or to schools which are supportive and interested in developing such arrangements. If necessary, the provider should be prepared to offer mentoring and assessment of the teacher education students by tertiary supervisors.] 

Graduate entry programs
A language specialisation in a graduate entry primary initial teacher education program should include at least three units (0.375 EFTSL) of study of a language comprising: 
at least one unit of general languages curriculum and pedagogical studies;
at least one unit of language-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies; and
a school-based professional experience placement (can count as one unit). 
The basic entry requirement would be a recognised bachelor degree which contains at least four units of post-introductory level language discipline study.
Combination of qualifications
The requirements of a language specialisation can be met through a separate qualification (e.g. Diploma of Languages) that includes the essential components of a specialisation above.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The separate qualification can be undertaken prior to, concurrently with, or after completing the teacher education qualification. The essential components above can be addressed solely in the separate qualification or through the combination of programs.
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Guidelines for accommodating prior training, skills and expertise 
Many applicants for a language specialisation possess specific prior training, skills and expertise including specific achievement in the language at the HSC, prior university or 
TAFE/VET study and in-country or background-speaking experience.
This can be formally acknowledged by providers in their design of language specialisations, by setting specific prior training, skills and expertise requirements for admission that are in lieu of some or all of the four units of post-introductory level discipline study requirement. This has the effect of reducing the number of units that can be devoted to the specialisation.
Providers would need to confirm that the specific prior training, skills and experience that an applicant possesses has led to a level of language proficiency comparable to that obtained by completing four units of language discipline study. This would be through providers directing these applicants to demonstrate the required language proficiency through a NESA-approved language proficiency assessment[footnoteRef:4]. 
 [4:  Language proficiency assessments designed or utilised by providers will need to be approved by NESA.] 


[bookmark: _Toc504039002][bookmark: _Toc345321925]Please provide a statement below to the following essential aspects of the requirements:
1.	Purpose
Provide an explanation below of how you see your specialisation in Languages meeting the Purpose of primary teaching specialisations as stated in the Policy Framework.
	


2.	Structure and its Rationale
Provide a program structure clearly indicating the units that are part of the specialisation and attach the respective unit outlines. Provide advice below on the rationale for the development/selection/sourcing of these units (i.e. from other schools/faculties). The advice should explain the careful and deliberate scaffolding of the units used in the specialisation.
	


3.	Language Proficiency
If you are utilising language proficiency in lieu of discipline studies please provide details on how you will assess the language proficiency of entrants to this program/language specialisation.
	


4.	Other strategies
Provide advice below on whether you are applying any of the suggested quality strategies or any other measures and describe how these will enhance the quality of the graduates and ensure the positive impact of this initiative. Include details of any accommodations for prior training, skills and experience.
	


5.	Requirements 
Provide advice in the Response column below on how you view the Languages specialisation addressing each of the requirements of the specialisation and reference any relevant unit/s where this is demonstrated or evidenced.
	Name
	

	Title/Position
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	


Requirements for Languages (Undergraduate)
	Requirements for the Specialisation
	Response to the Requirement

	At least four units of post-introductory level language discipline study (or assessment of language proficiency if applicable)
	

	At least one unit of general languages curriculum and pedagogical studies;
	

	At least one unit of language-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies;
	

	A school-based professional experience placement
	


Requirements for Languages (Graduate entry)
	Requirements for the Specialisation
	Response to the Requirement

	At least one unit of general languages curriculum and pedagogical studies; 
	

	At least one unit of language-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies
	

	A school-based professional experience placement
	




ADVICE IN ADDRESSING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SPECIALISATION IN LANGUAGES
This advice allows providers to identify how the requirements for a specialisation in languages are met in their program. The elements for consideration are designed to assist:
initial teacher education providers to identify the types of evidence that will demonstrate how the program ensures that graduates meet the language specialisation requirements
the expert advisory panel to identify how the program meets the language specialisation requirements and to give confidence in recommending the specialisation to the Initial Teacher Education Committee (ITEC).  
	Requirements for the Specialisation 
	In your response, consider the following:


	Post-introductory   level language discipline study (Undergraduate)














	Equip teacher education graduates with a deep knowledge and understanding of the listening, reading, speaking and writing skills necessary for effective interaction in the language.
Provide opportunities for teacher education graduates to develop: 
a broad and critical knowledge and understanding of the study of a language as a discipline, including recent theory, current research findings and practice
language and culture which enables participation in a range of productive and receptive interactions
linguistic and cultural systems of language including the historical and social contexts of formal and informal language usage and communication
intercultural awareness that allows effective communication across languages and cultures
oral and written text in a range of genres demonstrating use of relevant vocabulary, syntax and structures in a specific language (production of sustained oral and written text by students with a background in the language)
authentic texts, both written and spoken, including prose, song, film and digital media 
proficiency in relation to phonology, syntax and language patterns, including language use in a range of formal and informal modes

	General languages curriculum and pedagogical studies
&
Language-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies
	1. Support teacher education graduates to be stimulated by and gain confidence in the complex aspects of language learning and teaching.
1. Equip teacher education students to be competent and confident users of a range of effective teaching approaches that encourage school students to express themselves through creative activity and engage with the artistic, cultural and intellectual work of others
1. Provide opportunities for teacher education graduates to develop a comprehensive discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical knowledge relevant to the NSW Languages K-10 Syllabuses, with specific emphasis on Early Stage 1 to stage 3 including: 
support materials and pedagogical strategies for supporting students with special education needs in Languages
linguistic connections by exploring the nature of languages as systems by making comparisons with English and leading to an appreciation of the correct application of linguistic structures and vocabulary;
excellent programming skills based on a sound understanding of providing the necessary linguistic foundations for a diverse range of learners, as well as effective and varied student assessment and diagnostic practices;
a comprehensive integration of ICTs and digital technologies;
an understanding of the interdependence of language and culture
Provide opportunities for teacher education graduates to develop:
knowledge underpinning the principles and practices of teaching and learning a language
a deep understanding of models of pedagogy for teaching and assessing a language across the range of learners
knowledge of current developments and research into teaching and learning of first, second and a subsequent language
a range of strategies for teaching and assessing a language, including an appropriate range of registers and contexts
knowledge and understanding of the use of digital resources and tools, including the selection of appropriate digital content, to complement teaching strategies, enhance learning sequences and lesson plans, and meet curriculum, assessment and reporting requirements in languages
role and value of a language in the broader school curriculum and the relationship between languages, literacy and numeracy

	A school-based professional experience placement
	Provide opportunities for teacher education students to demonstrate their language-specific pedagogical knowledge and skills on professional experience.
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