
[bookmark: _GoBack]NSW Education Standards Authority 	[image: NSW Government logo]

Inclusion of a Primary Teaching specialisation within an accredited Initial Teacher Education program

Application template
Provider:
This template enables providers to identify how the requirements for a voluntary specialisation within a primary initial teacher education program are addressed. 
The application will be assessed by an Expert Advisory Panel against the Primary Teaching Specialisations Policy Framework and the requirements of the particular specialisation area. The Expert Advisory Panel will assess the application with the aim of a report being provided to the NESA Initial Teacher Education Committee (ITEC). The ITEC will determine the endorsement of a primary teaching specialisation.
The Policy Framework describes that specialisations rely on the provision of units of study that are in addition to that already required for program accreditation. Programs with a more extensive set of units devoted to a particular learning area enable the teacher education provider to offer a deeper, more comprehensive preparation in the learning area. This allows teacher education students to more fully engage with, internalise and apply the knowledge in various contexts. 
The essential requirement for any specialisation recognised by NESA is: 
a total of at least six units (0.75 EFTSL) of discipline and/or discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies in an undergraduate program; or 
at least three units (0.375 EFTSL) of discipline and/or discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies in a graduate entry program building on at least four units (0.5 EFTSL) of discipline in the underlying bachelor degree.
This template is designed to: 
assist higher education providers to more clearly indicate how the specialisation addresses the general purpose and specific requirements for the selected specialisation;
assist the Expert Advisory Panel to understand the approach taken to meeting the requirements of the specialisation including the rationale its structure and development or sourcing of units within it;
assist the Expert Advisory Panel to identify where in the selected units the requirements are addressed therefore assisting it in its assessment.
***
Please provide a statement below to the following essential aspects of the requirements:
Purpose
Provide an explanation below of how you see your specialisation meeting the Purpose of primary teaching specialisations as stated in the Policy Framework.
	


Structure and its Rationale
Provide a program structure clearly indicating the units that are part of the specialisation and attach the respective unit outlines. Provide advice below on the rationale for the development/selection/sourcing of these units (ie from other schools/faculties). The advice should explain the careful and deliberate scaffolding of the units used in the specialization.
	


Other strategies
Provide advice below on whether you are applying any of the suggested quality strategies or any other measures and describe how these will enhance the quality of the graduates and ensure the positive impact of this initiative.
	


Requirements 
For the relevant subject specialisation (see relevant Appendix), provide advice in the Response column below on how you view the specialisation addressing each of the requirements of the specialisation and reference any relevant unit/s where this is demonstrated or evidenced.
	Name
	 

	Title/Position
	 

	Email
	 

	Telephone
	 




Appendix 1 – Requirements for Mathematics
	Requirements for the Specialisation
	Response to the Requirement

	Reflect the careful and deliberate scaffolding of mathematics discipline studies and mathematics discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies
	

	Equip teacher education graduates with a deep understanding of the processes specific to mathematics and relevant, emerging technologies and practices
	

	Support teacher education graduates to be stimulated by and gain confidence in the complex aspects of mathematics
	

	Develop comprehensive discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical knowledge relevant to the NSW K–6 syllabus and competence in using effective pedagogies across all stages of primary schooling focusing on: 
the breadth, depth and sequence of learning in mathematics; 
excellent programming skills based on a sound understanding of providing the necessary mathematical foundations for a diverse range of learners, as well as effective student assessment and diagnostic practices;
a comprehensive integration of ICTs and digital technologies
skills in supporting cross-curriculum integration of numeracy
	

	Equip graduate teachers to be competent and confident users of a range of effective teaching approaches that foster school student inquiry, innovative thinking and student confidence in conducting investigations and solving mathematical problems
	




Appendix 2 – Requirements for Science & Technology
	Requirements for the Specialisation
	Response to the Requirement

	Reflect the careful and deliberate scaffolding of science and technology discipline studies and science & technology discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical studies
	

	Equip teacher education graduates with a deep understanding of the processes specific to science & technology and relevant, emerging technologies and practices
	

	Support teacher education graduates to be stimulated by and gain confidence in the complex aspects of science & technology
	

	Develop comprehensive discipline-specific curriculum and pedagogical knowledge relevant to the NSW K–6 syllabus and competence in using effective pedagogies across all stages of primary schooling focusing on: 
the breadth, depth and sequence of learning in science and technology; 
excellent programming skills based on a sound understanding of providing the necessary mathematical foundations for a diverse range of learners, as well as effective student assessment and diagnostic practices;
a comprehensive integration of ICTs and digital technologies
	

	Equip graduate teachers to be competent and confident users of a range of effective teaching approaches that foster school student inquiry, innovative thinking and student confidence in conducting investigations and solving scientific & technological problems
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