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Optional Template - Development Control Plan (DCP) 
Optional Guidance for Councils
Special Entertainment Precincts

About this template
In accordance with Step 1.8 of the NSW Special Entertainment Precinct Guidelines, Council officers can prepare a development control plan (DCP) amendment which may refer to contents of the precinct management plan for a SEP. The template below indicates example provisions for Council to insert into a DCP.
Including the sound controls and trading hours in a DCP as well as the precinct management plan is an optional pathway dependent on council’s internal processes for assessment. All text contained within the DCP should be consistent with the precinct management plan.  
This document should be read in conjunction with the SEP Guidelines, Acoustic Toolkit and Handbook, which are available on the O24HEC website. Items noted [like this] should be inserted or edited as appropriate.
Disclaimer
This publication is provided as general information only. The State of NSW, including the Office of the 24-Hour Economy Commissioner, does not guarantee the accuracy, reliability, currency, or completeness of the information contained in it. Interested parties should make their own independent inquiries and obtain their own independent professional, technical or expert advice. The information in this document should not be relied on as the basis for doing or failing to do something. 
The State of NSW, including the Office of the 24-Hour Economy Commissioner, does not accept any responsibility or liability for any damage, loss, or expense (including without limitation for negligence) incurred as a result of relying on information in this publication, to the extent permitted by law. 
This guide has been informed by the following policies:
· ACT Government – Part D District Policies D3 Inner North and City District Policy
· Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure - Apartment Design Guide 
· City of Sydney - Development Control Plan 2012
· Inner West Council Marrickville Local Environmental Plan 2011 Development Control Plan Section 2.26
· City of Parramatta - Parramatta Development Control Plan 2023 – Part 10 Late Night Trading



Guidance for DCP provisions
Where applicable, a Council’s DCP should outline the objectives and controls for the SEP. The DCP will be used by Council to assess applications for development within SEPs and ensure that the design of new or modified venues and sensitive development adequately mitigates the impact of sound from entertainment activity and complies with the approved sound levels in the SEP. 
The following chapters provide best-practice DCP provisions that can be inserted to reflect a SEP.
The DCP could also include any of the following: 
· external sound criteria that the operation of new or modified venues must demonstrate compliance with
· internal sound levels that must be achieved within sensitive land uses
· sound levels that the design of sensitive land uses and new venues need to attenuate  
· detail of when an acoustic report from an accredited acoustic consultant is required and what the report needs to demonstrate
· detail how new entertainment venues in mixed use developments must be designed and assessed, for example:
· higher floor to ceiling heights from ground floor and first floor, to allow for sound attenuation
· requiring alternative uses adjacent to residential or other sensitive uses that provide a buffer between sound
· requiring cultural/creative uses at ground floor to ensure active street frontages and opportunities for entertainment are provided
· provide guidance on how sound from outdoor activities must be managed and assessed. 
For further guidance and examples which can be adapted to suit site-specific local circumstances and the relevant development assessment framework, councils can refer to best practice examples included in the:
· Parramatta Development Control Plan 2023 – Section 10 Late Night trading, provisions 10.4.3 and 10.4.4 https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/sites/council/files/2024-08/Parramatta_DCP_2023-10-As_published_8_July_2024-Late_Night_Trading.pdf
· Marrickville Development Control Plan 2011– Part 2, 2.26 Special Entertainment precincts Plan https://www.innerwest.nsw.gov.au/develop/plans-policies-and-controls/development-controls-lep-and-dcp/development-control-plans-dcp/marrickville-dcp
· City of Sydney - Development Control Plan 2012 – Part 4 Development Types, section 4.2.3.11 https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/development-control-plans/sydney-dcp-2012
· Apartment Design Guide, Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure – Part 4 Designing the building.  https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-03/apartment-design-guide-part-4-designing-the-building.pdf
	
Template DCP SEP Provisions Format
Application of the SEP DCP Provisions
This part of the DCP should be read in conjunction with the following:
SEP Precinct Management Plan
Council LEP clause and map of the SEP Boundary
[Other relevant legislation: (list)]
The provisions of this Part of the DCP apply to various types of development within the SEP.
The acoustic provisions in this Part of the DCP also apply to ‘Receivers’ within the SEP and immediate surrounds that may be sensitive to sound from entertainment activity such as [insert definition of sensitive receivers here]. 
For sound emitting (venue) proposals within the SEP, operating hours apply as outlined in Trading Hours. 
SEP Precinct Boundary Map
[Insert SEP Boundary map from the LEP and precinct management plan]
Definitions
[Include relevant definitions e.g. sensitive receivers]
Strategic Objectives
[Include strategic objectives for the SEP/s referenced in the Precinct Management Plan]
Sound Category Areas Map
This section defines the sound category areas within the SEP and locations.
[Insert Sound Category Area Map]
Trading Hours
[Option to include the SEP trading hours in the Precinct Management Plan]
Where a DA is submitted that seeks hours beyond those permitted in the Precinct Management Plan, extended hours will be assessed on their merits, including:
a) [Outline reasons for where extended hours can be granted beyond those within the Precinct Management Plan (e.g where a venue has demonstrated good management)]
Sound Category Areas and Applicable Sound Levels
Referring to the Sound Management Framework, include a table of Venue External Assessment Criteria for each Sound Category Area. This section should define the maximum exposure to entertainment venue sound for each property located within a Sound Category Area, to futureproof new sensitive receivers and entertainment venues within and around SEPs.
	Sound Category Area
	
	

	e.g. SCA 1
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