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check point as shown by GPS*
is in WGS.84 co-ordinates to
an accuracy of +/- 5 metres.

All vessels that need to use shipping channels
or may impede passage of commercial ships
should call prior to entry "Newcastle Harbour" on
VHF 09 to obtain advice on shipping movements.
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WHERE DO RECREATIONAL BOATERS FIT IN?

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

RECREATIONAL VESSEL
GUIDE NOTES

NEWCASTLE HABOUR                   
                                                                                    

The Port of Newcastle is primarily a working commercial
harbour. Recreational boaters also use the harbour for
fishing and sailing.
Any recreational boaters who operate on Newcastle Harbour
must be constantly aware of commercial ships and their
movements.
Large vessels:
* Are restricted to particular channels and cannot
  deviate from their set course.
* Are restricted in their ability to alter their
  course due to their size.
* Need a large area to turn. Their stern swings out
   wide when negotiating a turn.
* Lose steerage if they travel too slowly.

As a recreational boater, you are required by law to:
* Maintain a proper lookout.
* Not impede any commercial ship.
* Make clear your intentions to an approaching vessel
  WELL IN ADVANCE. You should indicate that you are
  getting out of the way of a large vessel AT LEAST ONE
  NAUTICAL MILE IN ADVANCE.
* NOT ANCHOR IN A NAVIGATIONAL CHANNEL.
* Ensure that at all times you can be seen clearly.
  Dull aluminium tinnies can be difficult to see on
  overcast and poor conditions. Wear bright clothing
  and be seen.
* After sunset and in restricted visibility ensure
  you have the correct navigation lights fitted and
  that they are in proper working order.
Failure to comply with the regulations can result in
penalties of up to $1,500.


