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Boat Licence and Registration:
13 22 13 (8.30am – 5pm Monday to Friday,  
8.30am – noon Saturday)

• Licences and testing.
• Registrations.
• Change of address.
• Registration transfers.

Phone Payments and Boating 
Weather (24 hours):
13 12 36 NSW or 02 9563 8556 (outside NSW) 

• Licences.
• Moorings.
• Registrations.
• Recorded boating weather information.

Other Maritime Products:
13 12 56 NSW or 02 9563 8557 (outside NSW)

8.30am – 5.00pm Monday to Friday 
8.30am – 4.30pm weekends

• Moorings.
• Boatcode.
• Aquatic licences.
• Incident reports.
• Commercial vessels.
• Environmental complaints.

rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime

The Australian Hydrographic Service is the publisher of 

associated publications. This includes Seafarer®  
electronic charts and tide tables on CD-Rom.

Australian Hydrographic Service 
Locked Bag 8801 
Wollongong NSW 2500 
Phone: 02 4221 8505   
www.hydro.gov.au

Vessels, including personal 
watercraft (PWC), must operate in an 
anti-clockwise direction at all times.

the shore or boat ramp ensure you 
head in an anti-clockwise direction 
keeping to the right hand side of the 
channel. Only change course when 
it is safe to do so and not on bends 
or corners. See map.

All vessels must keep to the 
starboard (right hand) side of the 
channel at all times.

Vessels are not to make sharp 
changes of course or cut corners.

Always be aware of your wash 
and be courteous to others. 
Penalties apply.
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HOLSWORTHY

Stay under 10 knots
when within 30m of
bridge.
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Know Your Boating Rules

Caution: Shallow Water
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Care, Courtesy and Common Sense 
 No irregular driving (zig zags, weaves, wave/wash jumping). Drive in straight line only.  
 Irregular driving does not apply when a PWC is towing a water skier or aquaplaner. 
 Operate in an anticlockwise direction at all times.  Keep right.  Do not cut corners. 
 Keep 30m from shore, power-driven vessels, moored vessels, land and structures 

when driving at a speed of 10 knots or more. 
 Keep 60m from persons or non powered vessels when driving at a speed of 10 knots 

or more. 
 If you can’t maintain the distance off requirements – SLOW DOWN. 

Wash
The operator of a vessel must not cause wash that damages or 
impacts unreasonably on: 


 Any construction or other works in progress. 
 Any bank, shore or waterside structure. 
 Any other vessel, including a vessel that is moored. 

 NOTE: Penalties apply

No Wash signs
“Wash” is the wave effect created by a vessel moving through the 
water. No Wash signs are placed in some areas where the wash 
from a vessel is likely to cause damage to the foreshore or vessels, 
or injury or annoyance to people.

Travel at a speed which creates minimal wash 
when you see this sign and when near moored 
or anchored vessels. Look behind occasionally 
to see if your boat is creating wash that affects 
other boats or the shore. Adjust your speed 
if necessary.

Regardless of signs, you should not navigate 
your vessel in such a way as to produce 
excessive wash that endangers other vessels 
or impacts unreasonably, as this is an offence.

 NOTE: Travelling at the speed shown on a speed restriction 
sign does not guarantee you are not creating wash.

Hands across the water
There are a number of hand signals which are easy to use, easy to 
understand and easy to learn.
Whatever the towing activity, you should learn the following signals.

1 Speed up 
The “thumbs up”  
gesture, or palm up,  
is used to indicate  
an increase  
in speed.

2 Slow down 
The “thumbs down”,  
or palm down,  
is used to indicate  
a decrease  
in speed.

3 Turn 
When either the person 
being towed or the driver 
uses a circling motion 
above their head with the 
arm, a turn is indicated.
This signal can be 
followed by pointing in 
the direction of the turn.

4 Back to shore 
A pat on the  
top of the head  
indicates the  
desire to return  
to shore.

5 Cut motor 
A hand motion across the  
throat indicates the boat is  
to stop immediately.  
This can be used  
by the person  
being towed,  
driver and/or  
observer.

6 OK after fall 
Both hands clasped  
overthe head  
indicates to the  
observer that  
the person  
being towed  
is all right.

7 Stop 
Hands raised  

 
outstretched. 8 All OK 

An “O” made  
with the thumb  
and index  

 
everything  
is satisfactory.

Personal watercraft requirements
The Georges River, which includes the Revesby Beach 
area, is within the ‘Personal Watercraft Restriction 

Regulation 2009.
Irregular riding (zig zags, weaving, wave or wash 
jumping) is not permitted. Drive in a straight line only. 
Irregular driving does not apply when a PWC is towing 
a water-skier or aquaplaner.
Operating PWCs from the beach on either side of the boat 
ramp (as indicated by the signs) is prohibited. Only PWCs 
which are waiting to be removed from the water or have 
just been launched are permitted on the beach.
Penalties apply

Towing requirements
Towing (skiers, aquaplaners or sea biscuits) is allowed in 
this area provided it is after sunrise and before sunset.
As the waterway in this area is narrow and can be very 
congested it is the responsibility of the skipper of each 
vessel to stay alert and maintain a proper lookout position 
at all times.
When towing, SKIPPERS must ensure they have an 
appropriate OBSERVER at all times.
PWCs which are towing must also comply with the 
observer requirements. Irregular driving does not apply 
when a PWC is towing a water-skier or aquaplaner.
Make sure when towing that it is safe. Drive smoothly 
without sudden changes in speed or direction.
Do not drive beyond the ability of the person being towed.
It is an offence to tow more than 3 persons at 
the same time.

Phone 13 12 56 
rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime

9 out of 10 people who drowned when boating in NSW 
were not wearing a lifejacket. Be safe and wear yours! 
Visit lifejacketwearit.com.au

Always remember to use 
the correct water-ski hand 
signals when towing and 
make sure your observer and 
person/s being towed know 
them also.
If the person being towed 
falls into the water, they 
should raise their arm 
immediately so they are 
clearly visible to oncoming 
vessels.

You’re the skipper, you’re responsible!

Distance off requirements
When driving a vessel at a speed of 10 knots or more or 
towing a person you must keep the vessel and the person 
being towed a minimum distance of:

• 30 metres from power driven vessels, any moored 
vessel, land and structures (including jetties, bridges, 
moorings and navigation markers) or, if that is not 
possible, a safe distance.

• 60 metres from persons or non-powered vessels 
(sailing and passive) that are underway or if that is not 
possible, a safe distance.

• A safe distance from a vessel towing a person.

If you cannot maintain the distance off requirements – 
SLOW DOWN. Speeding on the water is the same as 
speeding on the road – IT CAN KILL.

Penalties apply

Boat ramp etiquette
Revesby Beach boat ramp, located in the Georges River 
National Park, can be one of the busiest ramps in the 
Sydney metropolitan area. On a busy day at the ramp, 
there will almost certainly be a queue. BE PATIENT 
and never jump the queue or park your boat between 
someone else’s boat and the ramp.
Skippers should make pre launch (bungs, battery and 
safety equipment) and retrieval checks prior to entering 
the ramp area.
By applying care, courtesy and commonsense – 
launching and retrieving vessels becomes a simple, 
quick and safe process.

Further information is available from: 
Info Line on 13 12 56 (seven days 8.30am to 4.30pm) 

rms.nsw.gov.au/maritime


